Grade 9 English Exam Review


1. Know and understand the definitions for the following terms:
figurative language     alliteration       allusion      flashback      foreshadowing 
 imagery
simile     irony      metaphor    onomatopoeia   foil       personification     puns   

character traits          antagonist             protagonist        
point of view (first/third/omniscient)             

elements of a story:           setting (all aspects)      atmosphere      conflict (4 types)        
mood                             plot                   theme  
essay writing:    blueprint      clincher       concluding statements     motivator    thesis      
                           transitions

plot structure :  
exposition       inciting incident          rising action            climax   

conclusion       denouement                resolution       

2. Practice writing a perfect (Hamburger) paragraph on any subject.  Remember to use a strong topic sentence, followed by three to four supporting points, and conclude with a strong sentence.   Transition words improve the flow of your sentences.

3. Review your notes on essay structure, in particular on point, proof, explanation (PPE) for your body paragraphs.  Review past essays and read over your notes on what you needed to improve on.  Perhaps you need to review your sentence structure or make a list of transition words you’ll remember to use on the exam.  Make sure you look over the essay outline as well.

4. Create personality trait sheets for each of the main characters in the two works we read this year.  Include examples on them from the stories.  This will help you review the storylines and provide you with examples for your possible essay questions.

5. Create a character before and after chart for the main characters in the works we read.  Include what the character was like at the start of the book/play and then compare that to what they were like at the end.  Who or what events played a part in influencing this character?  Is the character a protagonist/hero/heroine?  Is the character an antagonist?
6. Read and review all of your notes, including the grammar ones.  It might be good practice to read a short story or two and ask yourself to answer the types of questions that were on your short story assignments. 

Work hard now and it will pay off come exam day!  Best of luck!

