Romeo and Juliet essay


Choose ONE of the following questions to answer in a five paragraph essay:

1.  Who is most to blame for the tragedies in the play?

2.  Discuss the relationship between parents and children in the play.

3.  a)    Explain/discuss the impact of imagery in the play.

b)  The motifs of light and darkness run through the play. How do these references to day and night, sun, moon and stars, torches and lightning provide metaphors for what happens in the play? What kind of feelings do these images arouse in the reader?  

4.  Describe the role that Mercutio plays in the story.

5.  How does Shakespeare treat death in this play?

6.  Describe and analyse the different types of love portrayed in the play.
7.  Explain the role of disorder and hatred in Romeo and Juliet and give its consequences.

8.
At the end of Romeo and Juliet the Prince says: 'Some shall be pardon'd, and some punished' (V, iii, 307). Whom do you think should be pardoned and whom punished?

9.
"Romeo and Juliet is a story of revolt against authority." Discuss.
Your essay should:

-
include all your process work (outline, notes, rough copy, and good copy)

- 
include a title page and a works cited page

-
be typed in 12 font (New Times Roman, Times Roman, Arial, or Comic Sans MS
-
be double-spaced

-
use MLA format for your parenthetical citations and your works cited page

Don’t forget that essays should…

-
not use personal pronouns (you, we, I, me, my, mine) or have writing about your writing

-
have lots of transition words to improve the flow between paragraphs and sets of PPE

-
have an interesting title page

-
avoid floating quotations (Use lead-in phrases like ‘Juliet says to the Nurse’ to give context)

-
follow PPE in your body paragraphs (make a point, prove it, and then explain its importance)

-
avoid repetition as well as grammar and spelling mistakes

-
have a strong thesis with lots of direct evidence to prove it

Essay checklist

Did I...
-use the present tense (and stick to it)?

-NOT use contractions or slang?

-remember to use transition words throughout my work?

-include at least one quotation per body paragraph?

-follow PPE consistently throughout the body paragraphs?

-choose precise quotations, instead of lengthy paragraphs?

-check my spelling and punctuation, and avoid run-on sentences and sentence fragments?

-highlight or underline my thesis statement in my good copy?

-include a reminder of my thesis in each body paragraph topic sentence?

-use a thesaurus to avoid repeating the same words?

-quote and cite passages properly?

-include a works cited page?

-include a title page?

-include all process work?
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