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The Giver Essay

Each group of two will be assigned a specific essay topic.  
The essay is divided between the partners: 

Partner A:  introduction & body paragraph #1
Partner B:  body paragraph #2 & conclusion
The partners will need to brainstorm together so the essay has a consistent flow of information.
The partners will also revise each other’s written parts.
Final copy will be typed, double spaced, 12 font Times New Roman, Arial, or Comic Sans MS.
Topics:
1.  Analyze the advantages and disadvantages of Sameness in Jonas’ community.  

2.  Discuss whether Jonas’ assignment as the next Receiver of Memory is an honour or a punishment.

3.  The people in Jonas’ community gave up colour, their freedom and individuality, and love in order to live in a safe environment.  Discuss whether or not the community is a safe environment in which to live.  How would you define what a safe environment is?

4.  Explain how Jonas’ community can be compared to Nazi Germany under Hitler?

5.  Jonas’ decision to abandon his community is selfish.  Defend or refute this statement. 
6.  What does memory have to do with the freedom to choose?

7.  Examine why the community is so obsessed with “precision of language.”  What does this have to do with rules and control?

8.  The Giver and Jonas have to bear the memories on their own.  How does this sort of isolation change the way they interpret and deal with their knowledge? 
9.  If there is no suffering, no memory of the past, and no inter-generational connections, then what do the elderly have to offer the young in this novel?

10.   Euthanasia is a controversial topic that is touched upon in The Giver.  Jonas is horrified to   

       discover that euthanasia is practiced on the elderly, unhealthy young, and anyone who breaks  

       the community rules.   Discuss the attitude towards euthanasia as expressed in The Giver.  
       Does the novel condone, promote, or conditionally accept the practice?

11.  Examine how The Giver uses symbolism to highlight important themes in the novel.
Group Members

   A.   _______________________   responsible for introduction & body paragraph #1
   B.    _______________________    responsible for body paragraph #2 & conclusion
Essay  Evaluation:





          Levels 
R
1
2
3
4



1.  Introduction or Conclusion  
word choice



R
➀
➁
➂
➃

grabs reader’s attention

R
➀
➁
➂
➃         
refers to the thesis


R
➀
➁
➂
➃
mentions the play by name

R
➀
➁
➂
➃ 

2.  Body Paragraph – for each 
opening sentence


R
➀
➁
➂
➃


refers to thesis


R
➀
➁
➂
➃
clear topic to prove


R
➀
➁
➂
➃
point #1



R
➀
➁
➂
➃
point #1 explained


R
➀
➁
➂
➃
point 2




R
➀
➁
➂
➃
point #2 explained


R
➀
➁
➂
➃
point #3



R
➀
➁
➂
➃
point #3 explained


R
➀
➁
➂
➃
two direct quotes


R
➀
➁
➂
➃
both quotes linked to topic

R
➀
➁
➂
➃
transition words


R
➀
➁
➂
➃
closing sentence


R
➀
➁
➂
➃
3.  Style & Mechanics
clear & focused


R
➀
➁
➂
➃
minimal grammar errors

R
➀
➁
➂
➃
Overall Level
Comments:
Evaluation Comments:
	Ideas/Development
1. Too much summary and not enough 
           analysis.
2. Facts do not support your main topic.
3. You have no facts to support this.
4. How does this support your thesis 
           statement/topic sentence?
5. Good idea.
6. Excellent development.
7. Good use of citations.
8. Excellent commentary.
9. I agree.
10. I hadn't thought of that.
11. Thesis statement is unclear.
12. Topic sentence is unclear.
13. Show. Don't Tell.
	Organization
1. Good formatting.
2. Excellent attention grabber.
3. Good thesis statement.
4. Well organized.
5. Good transition.
6. Unclear.
7. Show how your point supports your 
            thesis statement.
8. You're rambling.
9. This makes little sense.
10. Try rearranging these sentences.
11. Mix in a paragraph every now and       
           then.




	Voice
1. Way too passive.
2. Excellent use of the active voice.
3. Use stronger verbs.
4. Too many "to be" verbs.
5. Are you a robot or a person?
6. Way to involve and relate to the                 

           reader.
7. Excellent word choice.
8. Use a more specific word.
9. Too many simple sentences.
10. Good sentence variety.
	Conventions
1.         Proofread more carefully.
2. Mechanically sound.
3. Your poor mechanics interfere with          

           an otherwise good piece of writing.
4. Shoot me now, please (on second 
            thought, leave this one out           

            depending on where you teach).
5. Verb tense disagreement.
6. It's either the past or the present. 
            It can't be both.
7. Review apostrophes. Review commas.


(   Step One 

Write a thesis statement by turning the question into a statement.  This thesis statement will control the entire essay and will be center statement in your introduction paragraph and one of the first sentences in your conclusion.

(   Step Two
Use a graphic organizer for this thesis statement.  You must complete the 2 sections of the organizer.  Each section must have 3 supporting details 

The graphic organizer may be a web, a chart, or an outline.

(  Step Three

Choose a quotation to support 2 of the ideas in each body paragraph.  Write the quotation and page number.

(  Step Four
Your graphic organizer is finished.  Now create your first draft of the essay.  Use the outline.  Don’t forget to support each specific idea with explanations.  Use transitions between ideas. 

(  Step Five 

Type your second draft.  Use correct formatting.  Edit for word choice and fluency.

(  Step Six 
Proofread each other’s work.  Check for:



(   Correct punctuation



(   Capitalization



(   No run-on sentences, or sentence fragments



(   Incorrect grammar 



(   Subject – verb agreement



(   Compound sentences have commas

Make the necessary corrections
(  Step Seven
Submit your final copy with the rubrics.

